
  
 
 

 

Description of Hagop Kevorkian Center Teacher Fellowships  

The Hagop Kevorkian Center for Near Eastern Studies at New York University (NYU) is pleased 
to announce the availability of Teacher Fellowships for Academic Year 2018 - 2019. The 
Kevorkian Center’s Teacher Fellowships aim to enhance the development of K-12 curriculum 
materials that convey a nuanced view of the Middle East and adhere to Core Curriculum 
standards by providing recipients with a number of benefits.  

These benefits include:  

● A grant in the amount of $1,500 that may be used towards research, materials for 
curriculum development, and classroom activities. 

● Borrowing privileges at NYU Libraries for one calendar year (October 2018-September 
2019) and advising services from NYU’s Middle Eastern and Islamic Studies librarian.  

● A formal mentoring relationship from a NYU faculty member on the Fellow’s curriculum 
development topic. This may take place through 2-3 in-person meetings spread 
throughout the academic year as well as through email correspondences.  

Each Fellow must propose a research or curriculum development project at the time of 
application. The project may be in any content area, at any grade level, and cover any amount 
of classroom time as long as it pertains to the Middle East. The Fellow must implement the 
curricula developed for at least one 50-minute classroom period in her/his classroom. The 
Fellow’s project culminates in the presentation of a lesson plan resulting from his/her research 
at public outreach event hosted at the Kevorkian Center.  

The presentation and lesson plan(s) resulting from the Fellowship must be shared with the 
Kevorkian Center and may be published on the Center’s website for use by other educators. 
(Note: Presentations and lesson plans are still the property of the Fellow, and may be published 
on other websites and in print sources, pending publisher approval.) 

This program is supported by a Title VI grant from the U.S. Department of Education.  

Eligibility 

Any K-12 educator who has a current affiliation with a school (public, private or charter) is 
eligible to apply.  



  
 
 

 

Selection Criteria 

Fellows will be selected based upon the strength and feasibility of the proposed curriculum 
development project and availability of a compatible faculty mentor. Mentors will be coordinated 
by Hagop Kevorkian Center staff. Preference will be given to those curriculum development 
projects that are well-aligned with the Common Core standards and New York City Social 
Studies Scope and Sequence. Evidence of previous accomplishments and recognition for 
curriculum development, particularly those pertaining to the Middle East, and track record of 
participation in Middle East-related K-12 and community programming, is desirable, though not 
required.  

Fellowship Procedure & Requirements Once Selected:  

Upon being selected, the Fellow will receive 80% of the grant amount. After presenting his/her 
lesson plan at an outreach event at the Kevorkian Center at the end of the 2019 Spring 
Semester, the Fellow will receive the remaining 20% of the grant. The Fellow must provide 
documentation of having implemented the curricula for at least one 50-minute session in a K-12 
classroom setting before the final disbursement of the grant remainder.  

About K-12 Outreach at the Hagop Kevorkian Center for Near Eastern Studies, New York 
University  

As a Title VI National Resource Center (NRC) for Middle Eastern Studies as named by the 
United States Department of Education, The Kevorkian Center hosts numerous outreach 
programs for K-12 educators each year. These programs provide professional development 
opportunities for K-12 educators based in New York City and the broader tri-state area to 
support innovative curricula and teacher training. Through these programs, participants receive 
lectures from established scholars, are equipped with educational tools and curricular 
resources, and develop ideas for Middle East-related lesson plans and implementation 
strategies. These programs also provide educators with the opportunity to connect with other 
peer educators interested in developing and enhancing Middle Eastern studies-related 
curriculum.  
 
 

 

 

 



  
 
 

Instructions for the Applicant:  
Please complete all of the sections of the application form. Please send the completed form as a 
Word document labelled as “Your Last Name_Your First Name_Teacher Fellowship App_2018,” 
along with your CV, to James Ryan, Associate Director, james.ryan@nyu.edu. The deadline for 
the 2018-2019 Teacher Fellowship is 5pm September 23rd, 2018. 

 

I. Personal Information 

First Name:  Middle Name:  
Last Name:  
Telephone:   Email:   
Recent Participation in 
K-12/Community Middle 
East Programming. (List 
event title, location, 
date) 

 

 

II. School Information  
 

Your School Affiliation:   
All grade levels and 
subjects taught: 

 

Your School Address:   
 

Is your school considered as a high-needs school? 
 □ Yes  □ No □ I don’t know  
 
“The No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 defines a high-needs school as “within the top quartile of 
elementary and secondary schools statewide, as ranked by the number of unfilled, available 
teacher positions; or is located in an area where at least 30 percent of students come from 
families with incomes below the poverty line; or an area with a high percentage of 
out-of-field-teachers, high teacher turnover rate, or a high percentage of teachers who are not 
certified or licensed.” 
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III. Basic Information about Classroom that will Benefit from Teacher Fellowship: 

Student Grade Level:  Number of Students:   
Course Title:   Subject Area:   
Course Start Date:   Course End Date:   
Total Contact Hours (Please specify total number of weeks, class meetings per week, and 
duration of each class): 
 

Please give a one-sentence description of your course that summarizes the theme, learning 
objectives, and content of the class: 
 
 

 
 
 

IV. Background Information on Proposed Curriculum Development Project:  
Please provide some background information about the topic of your proposed curriculum 

development project. This should include information about the importance of the 
topic, how you became interested in the topic, and how this course would encourage 
a nuanced view of the Middle East. Please also address directly how this project will 
augment or complement existing curricula and resources at your school.  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
 
 

 

V. Goals of Proposed Curriculum Project:  
 

Learning Goals:Please list and describe the learning goals of the class (These 
should include both those relating to the acquisition of Middle East-related content 
knowledge as well as those relating to specific academic skills, such as: analyze 
primary and secondary sources, draw inferences, recognize bias and propaganda, 
evaluate an author’s point of view, understand social and visual contexts of visual 
art, etc.) 
 

Integration of Standards: Please list in bullet form learning standards that your 
course aims to achieve (these may include standards from Danielson’s Framework 
of Teaching, New York State Learning Standards, Common Core State Standards, 
and New York City Blueprint for the Arts).  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



  
 
 

 

 

VI. List of Preferred Faculty Mentors: If you have any preferred New York University 
(NYU) faculty members with whom you would like to work with as your faculty 
mentor, please list them below (up to three names). Please note that it may not be 
possible to paired with the faculty member of your choice, but that the Kevorkian staff 
will work to ensure a good fit of research interests. If you do not have a preference, 
please leave this section blank.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
 
 

 

 

 

 

VII. Personal Narrative: Please write a short narrative about what motivates you to 
apply for this Teacher Fellowship and how you became interested in developing 
curricular materials relating to the Middle East (250 - 500 words). 
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